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Preface 
 
 
The seventh international literature festival odesa (ILO) took place in Odesa from September 
22-26, 2021. The festival events took place in cooperation with the German cultural 
foundation Allianz Kulturstiftung, and with the financial support of the Ukrainian Cultural 
Foundation (UCF), the EVZ Foundation (Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility, and 
Future), the Jan Michalski Foundation, and the Swiss Foundation Pro Helvetia. The festival’s 
main media partner was the Booknet network. Its creative and organizational partner was 
the Odesa Academic Ukrainian Music and Drama Theater V. Vasylko. 
 
Due to new “yellow zone” quarantine restrictions that went into effect in Odesa on 
September 23, all events took place in a hybrid format – on and offline. According to the 
quarantine rules, festival locations could be filled only to 50% capacity. Thus, all events were 
broadcast on the festival YouTube channel and Facebook page. Each day, the festival team 
released a video diary about the previous day’s highlights. All five video reports can be 
viewed on the festival YouTube channel. 
 
Day 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reZwIhRYS50 
 
  
Day 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F03AtBXs5hk 
 
 
Day 3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQ45VTE8NAE 
 
  
Day 4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Bq7DRJRin8 
 
  
Day 5 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=APGOxxkOq6U&t=9s 
 
The festival events were attended by 2,645 people, which is a twofold increase from 2020. 
The number of views on our Facebook page has reached 6,000 (as of 12.10.21) and 3,000+ 
on the YouTube channel, which amounts to 225 and 137 hours of total video viewing on 
these two platforms, respectively. While preparing for the festival and during the festival 
itself, more than 230,000 Facebook users were reached, and the YouTube channel reached 
7,700 users. The festival Facebook page currently has 8,100 followers.  
Fans of contemporary literature heard from 32 authors from 10 countries, including world-
famous guests like Lukas Bärfuss (Switzerland), Judith Hermann (Germany), Angélica 
Freitas (Brazil), Ludmila Ulitskaya (Russia), Sofi Oksanen (Finland), and Yvonne Adhiambo 
Owuor (Kenya). 
 
Festival highlights included: 
 
- A literary concert from Serhiy Zhadan and his group Zhadan and the Dogs, which took 
place at the Ukrainian Academic Theater V. Vasylko. The concert was attended by 600 
guests, which makes up 50% of the seats under quarantine restrictions. Because of the 
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“yellow zone” pandemic restrictions that had been introduced, the organizers had to limit the 
number of attendees. 
  
- Ukraine 30: the history of independence in text. On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence, ten authors read excerpts from stories, poems, and reportages that 
reflect on life in the country. 
 
- Ludmila Ulitskaya opened the festival with her keynote speech “Reading Dangerously,” 
which she wrote especially for this event. The speech has already been published in the 
New England Review: https://www.nereview.com/a-life-of-reading-dangerously/. 
 
- Performative readings and performances were held in collaboration with the Odesa 
Academic Ukrainian Music and Drama Theater V. Vasylko. 
 
- Playwright Lukas Bärfuss conducted a seminar for actors and directors based on his play 
“The Sexual Neuroses of Our Parents.” Excerpts of the work were presented as part of the 
festival. The author gave permission for the production of the play in its entirety. 
 
- Five authors from Ukraine and Germany were represented in the program “Literature for 
Children and Youth.” Readings for children took place in seven schools throughout Odesa. 
About 350 children took part in the readings, which were presented by five young actors 
from Ukraine. 
 
- Sasha Filipenko (Belarus) presented his new novel, as well provided information about the 
current situation in Belarus. 
 
- The event “New Generation” was hosted by four young authors from Odesa: Glib Kuchma, 
Dmytro Zhuravel, Nadiya Hlushkova, and Valeriy Puzik. There were 120 attendees at the 
event. 
 
- “Ukraine. Food & History” examined diplomatic and literary aspects of Ukrainian 
gastronomy. 
 
The festival continues to strive for sustainable development through initiatives such as the 
collaboration with the Ukrainian Music and Drama Theater V. Vasylko. The premiere of 
Lukas Bärfuss’s play “The Sexual Neuroses of Our Parents” is scheduled for March 2022. 
 
The festival’s information partners were the Department of Culture and Tourism of Odesa 
City Council, Radio Culture (Kyiv), the TV channel Nash (Kyiv), the TV channel Grad 
(Odesa), the magazine Folga (Odesa), the portal Odesa Life, the TV channel South Wave 
(Odesa), and the portal Response (Kiev). 
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Youtube  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdaPWcsXUdxVYxzygys0jLQ/featured  
 

 
 
 
 
Top 5 videos  
 

 
 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

 
International media   
 
 
 
New England Review  
 
https://www.nereview.com/a-life-of-reading-
dangerously/?fbclid=IwAR2qsL9ewJLy1_edoHE7ASL-
tk8ztzHqu5BgG5tuB3K4ftBK8urfk6Hvgo8  
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Ukrainian media  
 
 

Suspilne UA / Суспільне “Культура”  
https://suspilne.media/165679-zadan-ta-evropejski-pismenniki-gosti-miznarodnogo-
literaturnogo-festivalu-v-odesi/  
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Day.Kyiv.ua / Газета День  
https://day.kyiv.ua/uk/news/210921-odeskyy-litfest-i-teatr  
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1. ZN.UA ( Дзеркало тижня)  
https://zn.ua/ukr/CULTURE/zhadan-ta-jevropejski-pismenniki-stanut-hostjami-velikoho-
mizhnarodnoho-literaturnoho-festivalju-v-odesi.html  
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2. Літцентр  
https://litcentr.in.ua/news/2021-09-26-13840  
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3. Голос України  
http://www.golos.com.ua/news/142774  
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4. Український погляд  
http://ukrpohliad.org/culture/mizhnarodnyj-literaturnyj-festyval-vsome-vidbudetsya-v-
odesi.html  
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5. Depo  
https://odesa.depo.ua/ukr/odesa/vikhidni-v-odesi-literaturni-chitannya-festivali-ta-marketi-na-
yaki-varto-potrapiti-202109231371467  
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6. Українська літературна газета  
https://odesa.depo.ua/ukr/odesa/vikhidni-v-odesi-literaturni-chitannya-festivali-ta-marketi-na-
yaki-varto-potrapiti-202109231371467  
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7. Афиша Украина  
https://ukraina.events/events/lukas-berfus-seksualni-nevrozi-nashih-batkiv/  
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Odesa media  
 
Announced  
 
Сайт міста  
 
https://omr.gov.ua/ua/news/224722/#  
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Odessa journal  
 
https://odessa-journal.com/international-literary-festival-odessa-2021-participants/  
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Культурометр  
https://culturemeter.od.ua/v-odesі-startuє-mіzhnarodnij-lіteraturnij-festival-124095-2/  
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Вікна Одеса  
 
http://viknaodessa.od.ua/news/?news=159328  
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Odessa News  
 
https://on.od.ua/2021/09/15/v-odesse-gryadyot-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-festival-184237/  
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Думская  
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https://dumskaya.net/news/sedmoy-literaturnyy-festival-v-odesse-kontcerty-151977/  
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https://dumskaya.net/news/kuda-poyti-v-odesse-odessa-classics-zolotye-skri-151454/  
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USI online  
 
https://usionline.com/v-odesse-projdet-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-festival/  
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ТК GRAD  
 
https://grad.ua/lenta-novostey/culture/90756-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-festival-tridcat-dva-
avtora-iz-desjati-stran.html  
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Контекст Причорономор’я  
 
https://prichernomorie.com.ua/engine/index.php?region_id=1&all_param=news/culture/2021-
09-21/214506.php  
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https://prichernomorie.com.ua/odessa/news/culture/2021-09-15/214379.php  
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Одесская жизнь  
 
https://odessa-life.od.ua/news/odessitov-priglashajut-na-besplatnyj-rok-koncert-i-spektakli  
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https://odessa-life.od.ua/news/afisha-bezkoshtovnih-podij-odesi-24-26-veresnja 
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Наблюдатель  
http://nabludatel.od.ua/actual/tvorcheskie-vstrechi-prezentacii-performansy-odesskii-
literatyrnyi-festival-stanet-ploshadkoi-dlia-pisatelei-iz-raznyh-stran-mira/  
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1 городской  
 
http://1tv.od.ua/news/9840  
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Odessit.ua 
 
https://youtu.be/Bf7F4cxcFtA  
 
 

 
 
https://odessitua.com/news/99605-tvorcheskie-vstrechi-prezentacii-performansy-odesskiy-
literaturnyy-festival-stanet-ploschadkoy-dlya-pisateley-iz-raznyh-stran-mira.html  
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Одесса 24  
https://od24.info/newsod/21942-v-odesse-projdet-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-festival.html  
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Other  
 
Стихи.ру  
 
https://stihi.ru/2021/09/25/21  
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Губернская неделя (Миколаїв)  
http://www.gweek.com.ua/2021/09/blog-post_80.html  
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go-od.in.ua platform 
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146c0e00a4c1801882fe593/lukas-berfus-mk-for-actors-and-
directors-oks-hour-and-space-22-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6141930d053ea80188092637/vii-international-literary-festival-
mc-for-actors-and-directors-hour-and-space-22-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146ca6e053ea80188303019/sofi-oxanen-dog-maidanchik-22-
september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6141930da4384901a3014b2f/vii-international-literary-festival-
looks-on-the-stage-norway-christmas-22-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cafdef99c00189305736/ivonn-adgyambo-ovur-sea-of-
babka-23-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cafd05a8e601870b6ed8/sergiy-grushko-kerivnik-buknet-
23-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cb84b7ec6e01883040cd/sasha-filipenko-life-at-bilorusi-
sogodni-23-september-2021 
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146ca0159b6d501883054d8/lyudmila-ulitskaya-vidkrittya-to-
the-festival-reading-yak-podvig-23-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cc23b78dc601882f8dc0/ukraini-30-the-history-of-
independence-in-texts-23-september-2021 
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cc9d199eab01882fdc63/yudit-germann-at-home-24-
september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6141938c4cd73d018909217c/vii-international-literary-festival-
literary-concert-zhadan-and-dogs-23-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cd6205a8e601870b7693/kristian-utts-ogolene-word-24-
september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cdffc0ae31018e31fe69/jonas-luscher-spring-of-the-
barbarian-24-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6144199fc977fd01891e0677/yuriy-andrukhovich-radio-nich-24-
september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6141940f88954a0189095a67/vii-international-literary-festival-
lucas-berfus-switzerland-sexual-neuroses-of-our-fathers-24-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/61441c4e6cc0cf01881e5eb7/vii-international-literary-festival-
nich-poezi-24-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6141948ec0ae31018e09dc73/vii-international-literary-festival-
maryana-savka-i-sergiy-osoka-vadim-bessarab-virshi-nos-24-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cea1b7ec6e0188304ab2/lukas-berfus-stendal-and-ovidiy-
25-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/61441ac8c977fd01891e0a61/valeriy-puzik-i-am-alive-dead-and-
alive-again-25-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cf40053ea801883040db/nich-poezis-ii-25-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146cfdc17a12f018830e6a8/maryana-savka-ukraina-sergiy-
osoka-ukraina-virshi-nochi-25-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146c38b199eab01882fc68d/olena-braychenko-ukraine-food-
history-26-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146d0740e660001882fc2de/syergey-lyebyedyev-debutant-26-
september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146d10282ca42019d23cd8d/lyudmila-ulitskaya-plague-or-oni-
near-the-misti-26-september-2021  
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https://go-od.in.ua/en/event/6146d1b20a4c1801883016fa/yulia-verba-odeska-saga-26-
september-2021  
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NEWS  
 
 
Ukrainian media 
 
 
Радіо UA  
 
http://www.nrcu.gov.ua/prog.html?id=767  
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TV NASH/ ТК НАШ  
 
 https://youtu.be/ErX-LbZW-zE  
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Day.kyiv.ua / Газета День  
 
https://m.day.kyiv.ua/uk/article/kultura/yevropeyski-
vechory?fbclid=IwAR0mfFa57rTGmF326rWrnOW8hOs-
f2sDVvKIlezZG5R8PAGahmci0Q_rx4Q 
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Local  media 
 
7 TV channel  
http://7kanal.com.ua/2021/09/24/international-literature-festival-odessa-video/  
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http://7kanal.com.ua/2021/09/24/international-literature-festival-prohodit-v-odesse-video/ 
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 https://youtu.be/ErX-LbZW-zE  
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TV Yujnaya Volna  
 
https://volnatv.com/ua/project/gost-v-studii/media/o-festivale-international-literature-festival-
odessa-gost-v-studii-maksim-melnik-i-valeriy-puzik  
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https://volnatv.com/news/otkrylsya-vii-international-literature-festival-odessa  
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GRAD TV/ ГРАД ТК 
 
https://grad.ua/lenta-novostey/90784-v-odesse-startoval-vii-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-
festival.html  
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https://grad.ua/programmy-tv/tema-dnya/90936-mzhnarodnij-lteraturnij-festival-unkalna-
mozhlivst-tvorchogo-obmnu.html 
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https://grad.ua/lenta-novostey/culture/91002-ukrayinska-lteratura-yiyi-rol-v-suchasnomu-
svt.html  
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https://grad.ua/programmy-tv/tema-dnya/90812-sovremennyj-chitatel-i-ego-literatura.html 
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https://grad.ua/lenta-novostey/culture/90787-vistava-virodok-na-scen-ukrayinskogo-
teatru.html 
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https://grad.ua/tags/международный%20литературный%20фестиваль/ 
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https://grad.ua/programmy-tv/tema-dnya/90783-detskaja-literatura-v-tope-samyh-chitaemyh-
knig.html  
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https://grad.ua/programmy-tv/tema-dnya/90714-mezhdunarodnyj-literaturnyj-festival-projdet-
v-odesse.html  
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Suspilne UA/ Суспільне UA  
 
 https://youtu.be/ErX-LbZW-zE  
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Media-inform/ Медіа - інформ  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsG6eqJgM-0  
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Медіа інформ  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsG6eqJgM-0  
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Timer/ Таймер  
 
https://timer-
odessa.net/neformat/nevroz_bolezn_veka_odesskiy_ukrainskiy_teatr_raznoobrazil_li
tfest_novimi_postanovkami_806.html  
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Dumskaya 
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https://dumskaya.net/news/pogovorim-o-evgenike-v-odesskom-ukrainskom-teatr-152071/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 92 

 
 
 
Folga  
 
https://folga.com.ua/events/mezdunarodnyi-literaturnyi-festival-vernulsya-v-odessu?lang=ru  
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TV 1 Gorodskoy 
http://1tv.od.ua/releases/23459  
 
News from 14` - 15`16`` 
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Facebook  
 
Sergiy Zhadan  
 
https://www.facebook.com/serhiy.zhadan/posts/429540898528266 
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https://www.facebook.com/serhiy.zhadan/posts/428907948591561  
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Galyna Vdovychenko  
 
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4464128443626380&id=10000087804
7605  
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4464508366921721&id=10000087804
7605 
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4467779356594622&id=10000087804
7605  
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https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4469189689786922&id=10000087804
7605 
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Marjana Savka  
 
https://www.facebook.com/marjana.savka/posts/10224334095714217 
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https://www.facebook.com/marjana.savka/posts/10224342512524632 
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https://www.facebook.com/marjana.savka/posts/10224345962490879  
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Valeriy Puzik  
 
https://www.facebook.com/puzikvaleriy/posts/6189634804442378  
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https://www.facebook.com/puzikvaleriy/posts/6194518937287298 
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https://www.facebook.com/puzikvaleriy/posts/6200506526688539 
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Dmytro Lazutkin  
 
https://www.facebook.com/dmytro.lazutkin/posts/4915669765113023  
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Boris Khersonsky 
 
https://www.facebook.com/borkhers/posts/4708112632556859  
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